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cure, our men and women in uniform will al-
ways be honored, and we will be true to our
best values as a people.

Sincerely,

LES ASPIN

NOTE: These letters were made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on December 15
but were not issued as White House press re-
leases.

Statement on the Peace Process in Northern Ireland
December 15, 1993

I warmly welcome today’s joint declaration of
Prime Ministers Albert Reynolds and John
Major proposing a framework for peaceful reso-
lution of the situation in Northern Ireland. I
have followed with intense interest the British
and Irish Prime Ministers’ courageous search
for peace. Their flexibility has led London and
Dublin, for the first time, to acknowledge the
other’s deepest aspirations. The joint declaration
reflects the yearning for peace that is shared
by all traditions in Ireland and creates an his-
toric opportunity to end the tragic cycle of
bloodshed.

Difficult issues still remain to be resolved,
including questions at the heart of national and
cultural identity and majority and minority
rights. But as Prime Minister Reynolds said, the
framework recognizes that differences can be
fully and satisfactorily addressed and solved
through the political process on the basis of
fundamental principles of agreement and con-
sent. It reflects the belief of both Governments

that the way forward lies through dialog and
cooperation, without compromising the beliefs
of either tradition. I am especially heartened
that, in the words of Prime Minister Major, the
framework ‘‘closes no doors, except the door
to violence.’’ We hope that all parties will be
inspired by the vision Mr. Reynolds and Mr.
Major have shown.

I reaffirm the readiness of the United States
to contribute in any appropriate way to the new
opportunities which lie ahead in Northern Ire-
land. Our support for renewed political dialog
remains steadfast.

In this season of hope, the call for peace
on Earth has a special resonance in Northern
Ireland. No side which claims a legitimate stake
in the future of Northern Ireland can justify
continued violence on any grounds. I call on
those who would still seek to embrace or justify
violence to heed the words of Paul and ‘‘cast
off the works of darkness, and . . . put on the
armor of light.’’

Letter on the Swearing-In of John D. Holum as Director of the
United States Arms Control and Disarmament Agency
December 15, 1993

Dear John:
I am delighted to extend my congratulations

as you are sworn in as the Director of the Arms
Control and Disarmament Agency.

There are few challenges more pressing today
than arms control and nonproliferation. Already
we have taken several steps to address these
challenges. In the past year, we have submitted
the Chemical Weapons Treaty to the Senate.
We have ratified the Open Skies Treaty. We

have advanced new proposals on a comprehen-
sive test ban and the ABM Treaty, and have
made substantial progress in the de-
nuclearization of the States of the Former Soviet
Union. We have elevated nonproliferation on
the national agenda and with your leadership
will be pursuing a range of measures such as
focused regional strategies and comprehensive
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approaches to the dangers posed by fissile mate-
rials. These steps and others we will take to-
gether can make our people safer and our nation
more secure.

Much remains to be done to meet these chal-
lenges. Under your guidance, ACDA will play
a crucial role in advancing the full range of
our arms control and nonproliferation agenda.
I look forward to having the benefit of your

counsel, your expertise and your leadership skills
as we work together to ensure a safer world
for generations to come.

Sincerely,

BILL CLINTON

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on December 16.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on the General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade
December 15, 1993

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
I believe that we have created a unique op-

portunity to build an international trading sys-
tem that will ensure the orderly and equitable
expansion of world trade and contribute to the
prosperity of the United States in coming gen-
erations. After seven long years the conclusion
of the Uruguay Round of multilateral trade ne-
gotiations is at hand. The Round will result in
the largest, most comprehensive set of trade
agreements in history. With the conclusion of
the Round, we will have successfully achieved
the objectives that Congress set for the United
States in the negotiations.

In accordance with section 1103(a)(1) of the
Omnibus Trade and Competitiveness Act of
1988, as amended (‘‘Act’’), I am pleased to no-
tify the House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate of my intent to enter into the trade agree-
ments resulting from the Uruguay Round of
multilateral trade negotiations under the aus-
pices of the General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade. These agreements are listed and identi-
fied below and are more fully described in an
attachment to this letter.

The United States can and must compete in
the global economy. In many areas of economic
activity we are already world leaders and we
are taking measures at home to strengthen fur-
ther our ability to compete. In section 1101
of the Act the Congress set as the first overall
U.S. negotiating objectives for the Uruguay
Round more open, equitable and reciprocal
market access. I am particularly pleased to ad-
vise you that the Uruguay Round results will
provide an unprecedented level of new market

access opportunities for U.S. goods and services
exports. In the attachment to this letter is a
summary description of the agreements on mar-
ket access for goods and services that we have
achieved in the Round. Of special note are the
number of areas where we and our major trad-
ing partners have each agreed to reduce tariffs
on goods to zero. The schedules of commit-
ments reflecting market access in services cover
a wide range of service sectors that are of great
interest to our exporting community.

The Agreement on Agriculture will achieve,
as Congress directed, more open and fair condi-
tions of trade in agricultural commodities by
establishing specific commitments to reduce for-
eign export subsidies, tariffs and non-tariff bar-
riers and internal supports.

The Agreement on Textiles and Clothing pro-
vides for trade in textiles and apparel to be
fully integrated into the GATT for the first time.
As a result, trade in textiles will be subject to
the same disciplines as other sectors. This transi-
tion will take place gradually over an extended
period. At the same time, the agreement pro-
vides an improved safeguards mechanism. It also
requires apparel exporting countries to lower
specific tariff and non-tariff barriers, providing
new market opportunities for U.S. exporters of
textile and apparel goods. The agreement con-
tributes to the achievement of the U.S. negoti-
ating objectives of expanding the coverage of
the GATT while getting developing countries
to provide reciprocal benefits.

In fulfillment of the second overall U.S. nego-
tiating objective, the reduction or elimination
of barriers and other trade-distorting policies
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